GLA 3 Beckenham Place Park, RIGS

London Borough of Lewisham, TQ 38534 70267; What3Words: agree.cross.privately
Ownership: Local Authority. Public Open Space

A small Exposure of Harwich Formation (rounded flint pebbles with calcareous cement) can be
seen near the Crab Hill entrance to the park. The Eocene Harwich Formation (about 55 million
years old) is very variable but when found in southeast London it is the Blackheath Beds that is the
dominant facies. These rounded pebbles are uniformly black and very distinctive. Here, in the
public space of Beckenham Place Park they have been cemented and lumps can be seen beside
the path on the east side near the base of the slope although in autumn they tend to be covered in
leaves. A better example of cemented Blackheath Pebbles can be seen at the Dog Rocks on
Plumstead Common (GLA 8). At the top of the slope the underlying rock type is London Clay
although it is difficult to find actual exposures.

Beckenham Place Park is on the Green Chain Walk and Capital Ring. There is a board illustrating

the exposure:
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Geological features
Cross-section of geological makeup

You are standing next to an interesting geological of Beckenham Place Park

feature! Although it looks like stones recently The location of this cross-section is
embedded in cement, it is in fact bedrock that was shown by the line on the map. As you
formed about 55 million years ago when this area walk through the park, you will mainly
was a shallow sea. It is rare to see an outcrop be walking on London Clay.

(where the bedrock is visible) like this in London.

The outcrop is a section of the Blackheath Beds — = ...
a sedimentary rock layer that is 2-24 metres thick : entrance
and found underneath the London basin. ‘ARE

The rounded flint pebbles were deposited in under-sea
channels close to land and are set in a cement formed
when tiny sea creatures died and their calcium-rich
shells fell to the sea floor. At the time, the climate
would have been much warmer than nowadays and
sea levels would have been 60-70 metres higher.

Blackheath Beds can also be seen in Abbey Woods, in
an area designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest,
indicating just how special this geological feature is!
Please do not touch this feature so that it remains
intact for future park users to see.

Height (metres above sea level)

(after P. Rainey)

égm éw www.lewisham.gov.uk/beckenhamplacepark

Access: The exposure is close to the park entrance from Crab Hill and is close to Ravensbourne
station.

Further information:

Featured in Trail through Time audio on 12 Green Chain walk sites:
www.londongeopartnership.org.uk/geotrails/#greenchain



http://www.londongeopartnership.org.uk/geotrails/#greenchain
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