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Rock, Mineral and Building Stone Identification Resources 
 
Museum Collections in London and South-East England 
 

Sedwick Museum, Downing Street, Cambridge, CB2 3EQ 
 • John Watson Building Stone Collection 
 
 
Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, South Kensington, SW7 5BD 
 • Rock Collection (including building and decorative stones) 
 • Mineralogy Collection 
 • Palaeontology Collections 
 • Geology Museum 
 
 

Horniman Museum Geology Collections 
 
Oxford University Museum of Natural History 
 • Decorative Stone and Corsi Collection 
 • Mineralogy & Petrology Collections 
 • Palaeontology Collections 
 
 
Regional Information on Building Stones 
 

England 
Historic England Building Stone Information & Regional 
Atlases 
Historic England/British Geological Survey Building Stone 
Map 
 
Scotland 
Canmore (you need to know what you’re searching for!) 
 
Ireland 
Stone Database Northern Ireland 
Stone Built Ireland 
 
Finland  
Kivi – Finnish Stone 
 

Online Museum Collections and Databases 

• BGS Asset Bank: National Building Stone Collection – 
building and decorative stone collection. 

• NHM London Marble Collection – decorative stones in 
the NHM collections. 

• UCL Building & Decorative Stone Collection – building and 
decorative stone in the UCL Earth Sciences collection.  

• Corsi Collection OUMNH – decorative stones used in 
Antiquity 

https://sedgwickmuseum.cam.ac.uk/collections/our-collections/john-watson-building-stones-collection
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/our-science/services/collections/mineralogy/rocks.html
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/our-science/services/collections/mineralogy.html
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/our-science/services/collections/palaeontology.html
https://www.horniman.ac.uk/explore-the-collections/natural-history-collection/
https://oumnh.ox.ac.uk/learn-decorative-stone
https://oumnh.ox.ac.uk/mineralogy-and-petrology
https://oumnh.ox.ac.uk/learn-palaeontology
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/technical-advice/buildings/building-stones-england/
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/technical-advice/buildings/building-stones-england/
https://historicengland.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=3cfbcf7a243044868db25dad9555a50c
https://historicengland.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=3cfbcf7a243044868db25dad9555a50c
https://canmore.org.uk/
https://stonedatabase.com/
https://stonebuiltireland.com/material-source/
https://kivi.info/
https://bgs.assetbank.app/assetbank-bgs/action/viewHome
http://data.nhm.ac.uk/dataset/collection-specimens/resource/05ff2255-c38a-40c9-b657-4ccb55ab2feb?view_id=6ba121d1-da26-4ee1-81fa-7da11e68f68e&filters=collectionCode%3Amin
https://ruthsiddall.co.uk/UCLDecorativeStone/UCLBuildingStones.htm
http://www.oum.ox.ac.uk/corsi/
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• Museo di Storia Naturale dell’Academia Fisiocritici (MUSNAF): Collezzione di Marmi Antichi – decorative 
stones used in Antiquity 

• Universita' Dei Marmorari di Roma – a collection of Italian and Mediterranean Marbles. 

• Stone in Archaeology Database – a catalogue of stones encountered in British archaeology. 

• Russian Imperial Stone - Paul Dyson – decorative sone from Russia.  

• USA National Building Stone Database – this database currently offline. It is not known when this website 
will be reinstated.  

• Musee des Marbles a Bagneres – a catalogue of the Museum’s collection of decorative stones. 

• Royal Belgian Institute for Natural Sciences - Conabus – the RBINS building stone collection. 

• Earth Science Collection, University of Bari – a collection of Italian and Mediterranean Marbles. 

• Musée de St Claude Nicholas Gauthier Marble Collection  

• ISPRA Pecetto Collection – a collection of Italian and Mediterranean Marbles. 

• Lahn Marble Museum Collection – the German Lahn Marbles. 

• Natursteine aus Deutschland – German building stones. 

• Shoji Nishimoto's Japanese Stone Library – building stones of Japan. 

 

Building Industry Stone Libraries 

• Naturstein Natural Stone Database 

• Stonecontact 

• Guido Menchini & Sons – varieties of Carrra 
Marble. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List compiled by Ruth Siddall (2026).  

 

 

http://www.museofisiocritici.it/risultato_inv.asp?order=1
https://archive.is/AoGcq
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/stones_ahrb_2005/cfm/Public/searches/AllRocks.cfm
http://www.russianimperiallapidary.com/identify-your-stone/
https://www.ncptt.nps.gov/buildingstone/
https://musees-occitanie.fr/collections/?_collections=1&_musee_collection=14691
http://virtualcollections.naturalsciences.be/virtual-collections/geology/conabus/conabus
https://marblecollectionuniba.wordpress.com/marble-collections/
http://www.aricia.fr/jura-patrimoine/nicola-gauthier.htm
https://www.isprambiente.gov.it/it/attivita/museo/collezioni-litomineralogiche/lito-reperti
https://www.lahn-marmor-museum.de/lahnmarmor/varietaeten.html
https://www.natursteine-aus-deutschland.de/nad.php#natursteine
http://nishimoto.rocks/
https://www.naturalstone-online.com/stones/search
https://www.stonecontact.com/
https://menchini.com/en/stone-collection/

